Response to Official Action 
Application No. 09/917,998 
Page 2 



Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

1 . (currently amended) A tool for making in workpieces cuts having 
predetermined widths and bounded by walls, in combination with a manually 
operable apparatus having a power driven output shaft arranged to oscillate about 
a predetermined axis and a fastener attaching said tool to the output shaft, the 
fastener having a thickness, said tool comprising: 

an elongated member having a rearward generally flat first section lying in a 
first plane , with a hole extending through said first section and having a closed 
rear wall formed by material from which said first section is made, said hole being 
configured to be mounted on said output shaft with the fastener so that the 
m e mb e r e xt e nds i n a d i r e ct i on first plane is at least substantially normal to said 
predetermined axis; and 

a forward generally flat second section lying in a second plane, said second 
section being remote from said first section and including at least one at least 
substantially straight elongated cutting edge also lying in the second plane at le ast 
substant i a ll y norma l to sa i d d i r e ct i on and arranged to make in a workpiece a cut 
having a width which is a function of the extent of oscillatory movement of said 
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output shaft, of the distance from said axis to said cutting edge and of the length of 
said cutting edge; 

wherein said elongated member comprises a step of finite length at least 
equal to the thickness of the fastener intermediate said first and second sections 
thereof; 

wherein said step of finite length is configured so that the first and second 
planes, and consequently said first and second sections of said elongated 
member extend substantially parallel to each other, so that a the second plane 
substant i a ll y norma l to sa i d pr e d e t e rm i n e d ax i s d e f i n e d by sa i d s e cond s e ct i on is 
further from the manually driven apparatus than a the first plane substant i a ll y 
norma l to sa i d pr e d e t e rm i n e d ax i s d e f i n e d by sa i d f i rst s e ct i on , whereby the 
second plane d e f i n e d by sa i d s e cond s e ct i on is closer to the workpiece during use 
of the tool than is the first plane d e f i n e d by sa i d f i rst s e ct i on, and so that sa i d 
cutt i ng e dg e e xt e nds i n th e p l an e d e f i n e d by sa i d s e cond s e ct i on . 

2. (original) The tool of claim 1, wherein said cutting edge is provided with material 
removing elements selected from the group consisting of cutting and grinding 
elements. 

3. (original) The tool of claim 2, wherein said material removing elements comprise 
teeth. 
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4. (original) The tool of claim 2, wherein said material removing elements comprise 
industrial diamonds. 

5. (original) The tool of claim 2, wherein said material removing elements comprise 
corundum. 

6. (original) The tool of claim 1 , wherein said at least one at least straight cutting 
edge comprises two adjoining sections disposed at an acute angle to each other. 

7. (original) The tool of claim 6, wherein said acute angle is between about 1 .5° 
and about 4.6°. 

8. (original) The tool of claim 7, wherein said acute angle is between about 1 .5° 
and about 2°. 

9. (original) The tool of claim 1 , wherein at least a major part of said elongated 
member is flat. 

10. (cancelled) 

1 1 . (cancelled) 



12. (cancelled) 
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13. (previously presented) The tool of claim 1 , wherein said elongated member is 
configured with at least one elongated path that facilitates rearward movement, 
along said path, of material being cut from the workpiece by said cutting edge, as 
well as removal of the material being cut, and wherein said at least one path is 
provided by at least one slot that extends between said first and second sections. 

14. (previously presented) The tool of claim 1 , wherein said at least one cutting 
edge has first and second ends and recessed portions are provided at said ends 
of said at least one cutting edge intermediate said first and second sections. 

15. (original) The tool of claim 1, wherein said elongated member has an at least 
substantially constant width at least between said first and second sections 
thereof. 

16. (original) The tool of claim 1, wherein said member has a substantially 
trapeziform outline. 

17. (original) The tool of claim 1, wherein said elongated member further 
comprises a third section disposed between said first and second sections and 
having a first width, at least one of said first and second sections having a second 
width different from said first width. 
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18-24. (cancelled) 

25. (currently amended) A manually operable material removing apparatus 
comprising a power-driven output shaft arranged to oscillate about a 
predetermined axis, comprising a tool for making in workpieces cuts having 
predetermined widths and bounded by walls and a fastener attaching said tool to 
the output shaft, the fastener having a thickness, said tool comprising: 

an elongated member having a rearward generally flat first section lying in a 
first plane , with a hole extending through said first section and having a closed 
rear wall formed by material from which said first section is made, said hole being 
configured to be mounted on said output shaft with the fastener so that the first 
plane is m e mb e r e xt e nds i n a d i r e ct i on at least substantially normal to said 
predetermined axis; and 

a forward generally flat second section lying in a second plane, said second 
section being remote from said first section and including at least one at least 
substantially straight elongated cutting edge also lying in the second plane at4east 
substant i a ll y norma l to sa i d d i r e ct i on and arranged to make in a workpiece a cut 
having a width which is a function of the extent of oscillatory movement of said 
output shaft, of the distance from said axis to said cutting edge and of the length of 
said cutting edge; 
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wherein said elongated member comprises a step of finite length at least 
equal to the thickness of the fastener intermediate said first and second sections 
thereof: 

wherein said step of finite length is configured so that the first and second 
planes, and consequently said first and second sections of said elongated 
member extend substantially parallel to each other, so that a the second plane 
substant i a ll y norma l to sa i d pr e d e t e rm i n e d ax i s d e f i n e d by sa i d s e cond s e ct i on is 
further from the manually driven apparatus than a the first plane substant i a ll y 
norma l to sa i d pr e d e t e rm i n e d ax i s d e f i n e d by sa i d f i rst s e ct i on , whereby the 
second plane d e f i n e d by sa i d s e cond s e ct i on is closer to the workpiece during use 
of the apparatus than is the first plane d e f i n e d by sa i d f i rst s e ct i on, and so that 
sa i d cutt i ng e dg e e xt e nds i n th e p l an e d e f i n e d by sa i d s e cond s e ct i on . 



